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TAGS: PFOR, LT, UK 

SUBJECT: NEW LESOTHO HIGH COMMISSIONER TO UK 

1. BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED: LESOTHO GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCED 
OCTOBER 15 THAT THABO E. NTLHAKANA HAS BEEN APPOINTED 
HIGH COMMISSIONER TO UK, REPLACING PHILLIP MABATHOANA, 

WHO HAS BEEN RECALLED TO LESOTHO TO BECOME SENIOR PERMANENT 
SECRETARY (CABINET) IN THE GOL. 

2. NTLHAKANA RECEIVED BACHELOR'S DEGREE UBLS 1965 AND THEN 
JOINED DEPT. INFORMATION AS ASST INFORMATION OFFICER; APPOINTED 
ACTING DIRECTOR INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING 1967; TRANSFERRED 
TO MINISTRY FOREIGN AFFAIRS 1970. APPOINTED COUNSELLOR OF 

HIGH COMMISSION IN LONDON JULY 1970. RECALLED LESOTHO AS 
CHIEF OF PROTOCOL MINISTRY FOREIGN AFFAIRS JANUARY 1975. 
APPOINTED DIRECTOR INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING MAY 1975. 
WHICH POSITION HE HELD UNTIL PRESENT APPOINTMENT. END 
UNCLASSIFIED. 

3. BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL: NTLHAKANA APPEARS TO BE COMPETENT 
BUT PROBABLY OWES HIS POSITION MORE TO CONNECTIONS THAN 
TO MERIT. HE IS FROM LERIBE, THE DISTRICT FROM WHICH 

THE PRIME MINISTER S CLAN AND MANY TOP OFFICIALS COME. 

HE SEEMS WELL-DISPOSED TOWARD THE U.S. AND, PRESUMABLY 
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THE UK. HE IS A FLASHY DRESSER, OUTGOING IN PERSONALITY, 
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AND SPEAKS ENGLISH VERY WELL. 
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